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Fuel Economy Labelling 
EECA 
PO Box 388 
WELLINGTON 
 
Email: fuel.economy@eeca.govt.nz 
 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 

Vehicle Fuel Economy Labelling 
 
Introduction 
 
The New Zealand Automobile Association (NZAA) welcomes the opportunity to provide 
comment on the final draft proposal for a Vehicle Fuel Economy Labelling scheme. 
 
As we stated in our submission on the initial discussion document (December 2006), the NZAA 
fully supports the implementation of a mandatory fuel economy labelling scheme, which will 
provide additional information to consumers when buying a vehicle.  
 
Comments on the discussion items 
 
Who the labelling scheme applies to 
We support the scheme being mandatory for all new and used vehicles (under 3,500kg, 
excluding motorcycles) sold by registered motor vehicle traders (at the point of sale). 
 
While the NZAA also supports applying the scheme to internet sales, we are more cautious 
about the mandatory inclusion of private internet sales within this requirement. While we would 
encourage private sellers to voluntarily adopt the scheme (whether or not for internet sales), we 
previously suggested this should occur after the scheme has been well-established in the trade.  
 
Although we accept private sellers will be able to obtain economy ratings from the fuelsaver 
website (where data exists) with the minimum of information, such as the vehicle registration 
number, we are concerned that private sellers will either not be aware of the obligation, or will 
be confused by the process.  
 
While we recognise it may be otherwise difficult to distinguish private internet sales from trade 
internet sales, we would not like to see private sellers targeted by any enforcement of this 
obligation.  
 
The above comments not withstanding, if it is to apply to private internet sales, then it is 
appropriate that internet trading websites like TradeMe should include a mandatory economy 
field, or link to an electronic rating label, as part of their template for vehicle sales.  
Furthermore, extending the scheme to private online sales strengthens the need for adequate 
promotion of the scheme to the public, as well as clearly publicising that fuel economy ratings 
are only available for vehicles manufactured after 2000. 
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Star rating  
We support the proposed star-rating system, up to a maximum of six stars in ½ star 
increments, presented in a label format like the draft illustrated at the consultative workshops. 
This style of rating is similar to those used for household appliances, and is well understood by 
consumers, who have shown a desire for energy rating labels to be extended to other sources 
of energy consumption, such as houses and cars. 
 
The NZAA also supports the proposal to convert all fuel consumption figures (e.g. for Japanese 
imports) to the European test method, and accepts that this conversion may be accurate to 
within half a star. Given that actual economy can vary according to traffic conditions, vehicle 
condition, driving style etc. (and which will be clearly stated on the label), this is an acceptable 
compromise in order that reasonable comparisons can be made across all vehicles. 
 
Additional information 
We welcome the inclusion of additional information on the label, as listed in the final draft, 
including actual litres per 100km fuel consumption, and an estimate of the annual total fuel cost 
(including RUC for diesels) based on an average price of fuel per litre. We suggest this latter 
figure should be updated twice-annually, say in November and May to cover seasonal price 
variation, although an alternative could be to use an average of the previous years’ prices.  
 
In addition, we suggest adopting an annual distance travelled of 14,000km instead of the 
10,000km proposed by EECA. The 14,000 figure is used by the NZAA in its annual Running 
Costs survey, which is available free to all 1.2 million members and is also recognised by the 
IRD under its mileage rates for reimbursement. It is also more representative of the true 
average annual mileage for private motor vehicles. Thus we consider 14,000km is a figure 
which may be more familiar to consumers, and is closer to their actual annual fuel costs, and 
therefore will give the scheme more credibility. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Mike Noon 
General Manager Motoring Affairs 
New Zealand Automobile Association 


